
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 3 June 2021] 

 p1308c-1308c 
Mr Roger Cook 

 [1] 

FLU SEASON — VACCINATIONS 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [9.03 am]: As we know, flu season is upon us. As such, 
I would like to update the house on this year’s campaign to ensure more Western Australians get vaccinated. The 
key message of the campaign is: “Influenza—it’s now time to get vaccinated.” 
The influenza vaccination campaign is scheduled to run from 26 May until mid-August 2021. The campaign will 
run across various channels, including press, radio, outdoor, digital and social. The campaign messaging clearly 
distinguishes between the influenza vaccination campaign and the COVID-19 vaccination campaign. The campaign 
call-to-action messaging encourages people to talk to their general practitioner or immunisation provider and book 
in their influenza vaccination. The campaign artwork includes a diverse range of people representative of the 
mainstream community and groups most at risk of influenza. This campaign has been planned to avoid being in 
the market at the same time as the COVID-19 vaccination campaign. 
We have a sufficient supply of influenza vaccine to meet demand. Vaccine distribution commenced on 22 March for 
people aged 65 years and over, and on 12 April 2021 for other cohorts. As of 28 May, 589 247 doses of government 
program influenza vaccine had been distributed. In real terms this means 88 per cent of the allocation for over 65s 
has been distributed; 74 per cent of the allocation for the WA healthcare worker staff program has been distributed; 
and 44 per cent of the allocation for state primary school children has been distributed. 
Although distribution of the vaccine throughout our community is taking place, there is work to be done on ensuring 
our community is accessing it. As of 30 May, 524 689 influenza vaccinations were recorded on the Australian 
Immunisation Register. Unfortunately, this equates to only 19 per cent coverage. At the same time last year, 
coverage was 33.9 per cent. Coverage for children aged over six months to under five years is 9.7 per cent compared 
with 40.9 per cent at the same time last year. Coverage for adults aged 65 years or older is 51.2 per cent compared 
with 65.2 per cent this time last year. Healthcare worker influenza vaccination coverage is currently 32.6 per cent 
compared with the 80.6 per cent coverage achieved across WA healthcare workers in 2020. 
We should be all taking it upon ourselves to remind Western Australians to get vaccinated this flu season. By getting 
vaccinated, as I did last week, Madam Speaker, you are not only protecting yourself, but also helping to protect 
the most vulnerable in our community. 
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